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1254.46 for information on filing manda-
tory review requests. 

(c) You must file a FOIA request 
when you request access to NARA oper-
ational records that are not already 
available to the public.

§ 1250.12 What types of records are 
available in NARA’s FOIA Reading 
Room? 

(a) NARA makes available for public 
inspection and copying the following 
materials described in subsection (a)(2) 
of the FOIA: 

(1) Final NARA orders; 
(2) Written statements of NARA pol-

icy that are not published in the Fed-
eral Register; 

(3) Operational staff manuals and in-
structions to staff that affect members 
of the public; 

(4) Copies of records requested 3 or 
more times under FOIA and other 
records that have been or are likely to 
become the subject of subsequent FOIA 
requests for substantially the same 
records; 

(5) An index, updated quarterly, to 
these materials. 

(b) These materials are available dur-
ing normal working hours at the NARA 
facility where the records are located. 
See 36 CFR parts 1253 and 1254 for a 
fuller description of NARA facilities 
and research room procedures. 

(c) Any of this material that was cre-
ated after October 31, 1996, will also be 
placed on NARA’s web site at http://
www.archives.gov/researchlroom/
foialreadinglroom/
foialreadinglroom.html.

(d) For paper copies of the index to 
these materials write the NARA FOIA 
Officer at the address listed in 
§ 1250.22(d). 

[66 FR 16376, Mar. 23, 2001, as amended at 67 
FR 43253, June 27, 2002]

§ 1250.14 If I do not use FOIA to re-
quest records, will NARA treat my 
request differently? 

Whether you choose to invoke the 
FOIA or not, NARA will respond as 
promptly as possible to your request.

Subpart B—How To Access 
Records Under FOIA

§ 1250.20 What do I include in my 
FOIA request? 

In your FOIA request, you must: 
(a) Describe the records you wish to 

access in enough detail to allow NARA 
staff to find them. The more informa-
tion you provide, the better possibility 
NARA has of finding the records you 
are seeking. Information that will help 
us find the records includes: 

(1) The agencies, offices, or individ-
uals involved; and 

(2) The approximate date when the 
records were created. 

(b) Include your name and full mail-
ing address. If possible, please include 
a phone number or email address as 
well. This information will allow us to 
reach you faster if we have any ques-
tions about your request. 

(c) Mark both your letter and enve-
lope with the words ‘‘FOIA Request.’’

§ 1250.22 Where do I send my FOIA re-
quest? 

(a) For requests for archival records 
in the Washington, DC, area, mail your 
request to the Chief, Special Access 
and FOIA Staff (NWCTF), Room 6350, 
National Archives and Records Admin-
istration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College 
Park, MD 20740-6001. 

(b) For archival records in any of 
NARA’s regional records services fa-
cilities, send the FOIA request to the 
director of the facility in which the 
records are located. The addresses for 
these facilities are listed in 36 CFR 
1253.7. 

(c) For Presidential records subject 
to FOIA, mail your request to the di-
rector of the library in which the 
records are located. The addresses for 
these facilities are listed in 36 CFR 
1253.3. 

(d) For the operational records of any 
NARA unit except the Office of the In-
spector General, mail your request to 
the NARA FOIA Officer (NGC), Room 
3110, National Archives and Records 
Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, 
College Park, MD 20740-6001. 

(e) For records of the Inspector Gen-
eral write to Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG), FOIA Request, Room 
1300, National Archives and Records 
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Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, 
College Park, MD 20740-6001. 

(f) If you are unable to determine 
where to send your request, send it to 
the NARA FOIA Officer (NGC), Room 
3110, National Archives and Records 
Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, 
College Park, MD 20740-6001. That of-
fice will forward your request to the of-
fice(s) that have the records you are 
seeking. Your request will be consid-
ered received when it reaches the prop-
er office’s FOIA staff.

§ 1250.24 Will you accept a FOIA re-
quest through email? 

Yes, send email FOIA requests to 
http://www.archives.gov/globallpages/
inquirelform.html. You must indicate 
in the subject line of your email mes-
sage that you are sending a FOIA re-
quest. The body of the message must 
contain all of the information listed in 
§ 1250.20. 

[66 FR 16376, Mar. 23, 2001, as amended at 67 
FR 43253, June 27, 2002]

§ 1250.26 How quickly will NARA re-
spond to my FOIA request? 

(a) NARA will make an initial re-
sponse to all FOIA requests within 20 
working days. The initial response will 
inform requesters of any complexity in 
processing their request, which may 
lengthen the time required to reach a 
final decision on the release of the 
records. 

(b) In most cases, NARA will make a 
decision on the release of the records 
you requested within the 20 working 
days. If unusual circumstances prevent 
us from making a decision within 20 
working days, we will inform you in 
writing how long it will take us to 
complete your request. Unusual cir-
cumstances are the need to: 

(1) Search for and collect the records 
from field facilities; 

(2) Search for, collect, and review a 
voluminous amount of records which 
are part of a single request; or 

(3) Consult with another agency be-
fore releasing records. 

(c) If we are extending the deadline 
for more than an additional 10 working 
days, we will ask you if you wish to 
modify your request so that we can 
meet the deadline. If you do not agree 
to modify your request, we will work 

with you to arrange an alternative 
time schedule for review and release. 

(d) If you have requested records that 
we do not have the authority to release 
without consulting another agency 
(e.g. security-classified records), we 
will refer copies of the documents to 
the appropriate agency. NARA will 
send you an initial response to your 
FOIA requests within 20 working days 
informing you of this referral. How-
ever, the final response to your FOIA 
can only be made when the agency to 
which we have referred the documents 
responds to us. 

(e) If you have requested Presidential 
records and NARA decides to grant you 
access, NARA must inform the incum-
bent and former Presidents of our in-
tention to disclose information from 
those records. After receiving the no-
tice, the incumbent and former Presi-
dents have 30 days in which to decide 
whether or not to invoke Executive 
privilege to deny access to the infor-
mation. NARA will send you an initial 
response to your FOIA request within 
20 working days informing you of the 
status of your request. However, the 
final response to your FOIA can only 
be made at the end of the 30-day Presi-
dential notification period. 

(f) If you have requested records con-
taining confidential commercial infor-
mation that is less than 10 years old, 
we will contact the submitter of the re-
quested information. NARA will send 
you an initial response to your FOIA 
request within 20 working days inform-
ing you of our actions. See § 1250.82 for 
the time allowed the submitter to ob-
ject to the release of confidential com-
mercial information. If the records 
contain confidential commercial infor-
mation that is 10 years old or older, 
NARA staff will not contact the sub-
mitter, but will process the request 
under normal FOIA procedures.

§ 1250.28 Will NARA ever expedite the 
review of the records I requested? 

(a) In certain cases NARA will move 
your FOIA request or appeal to the 
head of our FOIA queue. We will do 
this for any of the following reasons: 

(1) A reasonable expectation of an 
imminent threat to an individual’s life 
or physical safety; 

VerDate jul<14>2003 11:06 Aug 11, 2003 Jkt 200134 PO 00000 Frm 00769 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200134T.XXX 200134T


